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A  Regional  Profile  of  Community  Inventories 
ABSTRACT 

A  paper  assessing  the  various  attributes  of  the  Old  Colony  region 
in  the  areas  of  transportation,  tax  incentives,  industrial  sites,  markets, 
energy,  housing,  education,  health  facilities,  and  topography.    A  history 
of  the  region  is  included  along  with  the  economic  and  employment  goals 
of  the  district.    Appendices  list  addresses  to  write  for  further  informa- 
tion concerning  trucking  and  air  freight  firms  and  general  business 
information. 

Tables  include  the  distribution  of  housing  costs,  population/land 
use  projections,  industrial  site  breakdowns  and  descriptions,  and  munici- 
pal valuation  and  taxation.    In  addition,  there  are  two  maps  of  the 
district's  various  markets  for  50,  100,  500,  and  1,000  miles  radius. 
There  is  one  map  revealing  the  several  locations  of  the  industrial  parks. 

Methodology  employed:  phone  conversations,  letter  writing,  and  inter- 
viewing . 
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INTRODUCTION 

The  purpose  of  this  report  is  to  present  a  concise  picture  of 
the  most  important  community  resources  in  the  OCPC  region.    A  thorough 
audit  of  community  resources  is  essential  for  the  successful  implemen- 
tation of  any  industrial  development  program.    By  identifying  the 
strengths  and  weaknesses  of  a  community's  resource  base,  the  local 
developer  can  establish  feasible  goals  for  the  industrial  promotion 
effort  and  provide  a  potential  firm  with  information  necessary  for 
the  decision-making  process.    In  appraising  its  resource  base,  a 
community  must  include  both  tangible  attributes  such  as  roads,  sewage 
disposal  and  treatment  system,  and  intangible  attributes  such  as  a 
competitive  tax  rate  or  a  quality  public  school  system  in  its  inventory. 
Recent  trends  in  the  locational  preferences  of  industry  suggest  that 
nontangible  resources,  especially  those  which  collectively  determine 
the  "1 i veabil ity"  or  "quality  of  life"  of  a  community,  are  becoming 
the  primary  determinants  of  industrial  location.    These  areas  will  be 
addressed  both  on  the  regional  level  as  well  as  in  the  industrial 
community  inventories.    Critical  areas  of  concern  such  as  energy,  labor 
supply,  market  area,  transportation,  and  resources  are  also  major  topics. 
Finally,  support  service  listings,  as  well  as  a  list  of  organizations 
working  to  improve  the  economic  conditions  of  the  Old  Colony  region, 
will  be  included  in  the  Appendix. 
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REGIONAL  OVERVIEW 

The  Old  Colony  region  contains  a  mixture  of  urbanized  and  rural 
areas.    The  communities  included  in  this  region  are  Abington,  Avon, 
Bridgewater,  Brockton,  East  Bridgewater,  Easton,  Halifax,  Hanson, 
Kingston,  Pembroke,  Plymouth,  Stoughton,  West  Bridgewater,  and  Whitman. 

Several  of  the  OCPC  area  communities  began  as  settlements  around 
industrial  sites:  a  sawmill  on  the  Shumatuscacant  River  in  what  is  now 
Whitman,  a  cannon  foundry  at  Hobart's  Pond  in  that  same  town,  a  grist 
mill  and  a  forge  at  Stone's  Pond  in  Easton,  and  iron  nail  "slitting 
mills"  on  the  Town  River  in  the  Bridgewaters .    By  the  early  1800's, 
the  manufacture  of  nails,  tacks,  and  shovels  was  well  established  in 
Easton  and  the  Bridgewaters.    Invention  of  nail  and  tack  machines  paved 
the  way  for  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  in  Brockton,  then  known 
as  North  Bridgewater.    The  shoe  industry  grew  rapidly  between  1860  and 
1880,  its  growth  spurred  by  the  invention  of  the  McKay  Sewing  Machine, 
which  sewed  the  uppers  and  lowers  of  shoes,  and  by  the  need  to  shoe 
the  Union  Army  in  the  Civil  War. 

Civic  improvements  kept  pace  with  the  development  of  industry  in 
the  area.    Brockton  introduced  a  system  for  sewage  disposal  and  wire 
underground  conduction  for  street  lights  that  was  copied  and  used  by 
cities  all  over  the  world.    Thomas  Edison  came  to  Brockton  to  see  a 
demonstration  of  an  experimental  street  railway  built  exclusively  for 
use  by  electric  power.    The  slogan  of  the  city  for  years  was  "Brockton 
Shoes  the  World,"  and  their  manufacture  is  still  one  of  the  area's  most 
important  industries.    However,  over  200  different  products  are  now 
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manufactured  in  the  region,  ranging  from  awnings,  bedding,  and  confec- 
tionery, to  sausages,  sporting  goods,  toilet  preparations,  wallets, 
and  textiles.    The  years  since  World  War  II  have  seen  great  changes  in 
the  population  of  the  Old  Colony  area  and  in  their  economic  activities. 
Between  1950  and  1975,  the  total  population  of  the  OCPC  region  rose  from 
140,340  to  257,828,  a  growth  of  over  83  percent.    The  city  of  Brockton 
alone  increased  in  population  by  some  33,000  people.    During  the  1960's 
Brockton  was  the  only  city  in  Massachusetts  to  show  a  significant  gain 
in  population.    Towns  in  the  region  have  grown  still  more  rapidly,  with 
the  highest  rate  of  population  growth  since  1950  occurring  in  Pembroke 
with  a  379.8  percent  increase  (see  Table  1). 

Although  the  Old  Colony  region  differs  from  other  older  industrial 
centers  in  the  Northeast  in  its  rapid  population  growth,  it  has  suffered 
from  similar  economic  problems  in  the  past  three  decades.    The  area  has 
experienced  a  decline  in  manufacturing  employment  since  1950,  as  foreign 
countries  and  lower  wage  sections  of  the  United  States  have  successfully 
competed  with  the  older  industrial  enterprises.    However,  the  OCPC  region 
has  approached  its  problem  head-on  in  a  counter  attack  against  decline. 
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Goals  of  the  Region 

Simply  stated,  one  of  the  main  goals  of  the  region  is  to  provide  a 
variety  of  employment  opportunities  consistent  with  the  area's  natural 
resources  and  existing  and  potential  human  resources.    To  this  end  it 
is  an  objective  of  the  Old  Colony  Planning  Council  to  assist  in  forming 
an  economic  base  capable  of  providing  a  desirable  standard  of  living, 
of  creating  job  opportunities,  of  making  effective  use  of  area  manpower, 
and  of  fulfilling  reasonable  govermental  tax  needs. 

Regional  Assets 

To  meet  the  goals,  the  region  has  counted  among  its  assets: 

1)  An  expanse  of  developable  land 

2)  A  large  pool  of  skilled  and  unskilled  workers  (see  Table  2) 

3)  Cooperation  of  regional  government  and  planning  officials 

4)  Promise  of  inexpensive  plentiful  energy 

5)  Extensive  markets 

6)  Good  living 
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Industrial  Sites 

The  growing  popularity  of  the  planned  industrial  park  in  the  post- 
war years  is  attributable  to  both  the  changing  needs  of  industry  and 
the  desire  among  individual  communities  to  attract  and  promote  indus- 
trial development.    The  popularity  of  the  industrial  park  is  also 
attributable  to  a  growing  awareness  by  management  that  an  attractive 
physical  environment  can  make  significant  contribution  to  the  pro- 
ductivity of  the  firm's  labor  force.    The  industrial  parks  offer 
relief  from  the  time-consuming  tasks  of  securing  the  proper  zoning  for 
tracts  of  land,  the  extension  of  utilities,  and  other  infrastructural 
needs  associated  with  new  industrial  development.    The  Old  Colony  region 
boasts  of  many  large  industrial  parks  as  well  as  numerous  industrial 
sites  available  for  development. 

The  following  chart  describes  the  various  industrial  parks  in  the 
Old  Colony  region  and  a  detailed  map  of  their  location  can  be  found 
on  the  next  page. 
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TABLE  2 


AVON 


Bridgewater  Industrial  Park 
Scotland  Industrial  Park 
BROCKTON: 


3rockton  Industrial  Park 
Oak  Hill  Industrial  Park 
Campanelli  Industrial  Park 

reight  Yards  Industrial  Park 

ASTON: 


Industrial  Parks  in  the  Old  Colony  Planning  Council  District 


Avon  Industrial  Park 

Avon  West  Industrial  Park  (Proposed) 

BRI DGEWAGER: 


Easton  Industrial  Park 
HANSON: 


Hanson  Industrial  Park  (Proposed) 
KINGSTON: 


Independence  Industrial  Park 
<ingston  Industrial  Park 
PEMBROKE: 


torth  River  Industrial  Park 
LYMOUTH : 


Plymouth  Industrial  Park 
ordage  Park 
TOUGHTON: 


Jorth  Stoughton  Industrial  Park 
(Proposed) 

Central  Industrial  Park  (Proposed) 


Total 
Acres 


300 
104 

56 
150 

195 
70 
25 
40 

150 

100 

55 
350 

225 

160 
64 

65 


Number  of    Number  of 


Fi  rms 


Empl oyees 


aj 


•I— 

u 

•r— 

s- 
+-> 
u 

<D 


CO  'I- 

o  en 


50 


1,911 


3  33  * 

STILL  UNDER  CONSTRUCTION 


Sidi  ng 
*  3mi . 
away 


211 

N .  A, 
N .  A. 
N .  A, 


12 
20 


1  ,214 
N.A. 
N .  A. 
N.A. 

N.A. 

PROPOSED 


32    PARTIAL  ONLY  ON  STREET  LOTS 

75      UTILITIES  IN  10%  - 

COMPLETED  SUMMER  1978 


N.A. 

760 
547 

PROPOSED 
PROPOSED 


Road,  Rail,  Water,  and  Air 

Accessibility  is  another  reason  why  industry  is  moving  to  the  Old 
Colony  region.    The  major  urban  markets  of  Boston,  Worcester,  Providence, 
and  New  Bedford  -  Fall  River  are  all  within  minutes  of  a  dozen  state 
and  interstate  highways.    Firms  find  that  supplies  are  located  nearby 
and  equipment  travels  quickly  without  urban  traffic  problems;  therefore, 
finished  products  can  move  on  time.    Specifically,  the  major  highways 
are  Route  24,  which  connects  Boston's  Route  128  to  Route  195  in  Fall 
River;  Route  3  which  runs  from  Route  128  to  Cape  Cod;  and  Route  35, 
which  runs  from  Route  24  in  Raynham  to  Wareham  (see  map  of  Old  Colony 
district) . 

Several  trucking  companies  with  terminals  are  available  to  firms 
in  the  Old  Colony.    These  companies  provide  express  service  within  the 
state  as  well  as  interstate  transport.    Freight  rates  are  set  by  the 
New  England  Motor  Rate  Bureau. 

A  complete  list  of  trucking  companies  in  the  area  as  well  as  those 
carriers  with  freight  terminals  is  located  in  the  Appendix  of  this  report. 

The  region  is  also  served  by  a  regional  rail  system.    This  system 
consists  of  three  active  lines  and  one  inactive  spur  preserved  for  future 
rail  development.    The  three  active  lines  are  the  Middleboro  Branch, 
the  Plymouth  Secondary  Track,  and  the  Stoughton  Branch.    The  proposed 
rail  bank  spur  is  the  East  Bridgewater  Secondary  Track. 

The  Middleboro  Branch  runs  from  Braintree  to  Middleboro  where  it 
joins  with  the  line  from  Attleboro  to  the  Shore  Line  of  the  Conrail 
system.    The  section  of  the  Middleboro  Branch  from  Braintree  to  Campello 
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is  owned  by  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority  (MBTA).  The 
southern  section  is  owned  by  the  Consolidated  Rail  Corp.  (Conrail). 
Freight  service  is  operated  by  Conrail  over  this  line. 

The  East  Bridgewater  Secondary  Track  begins  along  the  Middleboro 
Branch  at  Westdale.    This  spur  consists  of  abandoned  tracks  from  West- 
dale  to  East  Bridgewater  center.    This  line  has  been  included  for  purchase 
in  the  Massachusetts  Rail  Bank  Proposal.    It  is  proposed  that  this  be 
preserved  for  future  development  of  freight  rail  service. 

Other  rail  lines  in  the  region  are  the  Plymouth  Secondary  Track  and 
the  Stoughton  Branch.    Both  tracks  and  rights-of-way  are  owned  by  the 
MBTA.    The  Plymouth  Secondary  Track  which  runs  from  Braintree  to  Plymouth 
center  enters  the  region  in  Abington  and  has  stations  in  North  Abington, 
Abington,  Whitman,  South  Hanson,  Kingston,  North  Plymouth,  and  Plymouth 
center.    Conrail  operates  freight  service  over  this  line  but  has  given 
notice  that  the  Plymouth  Secondary  Track  is  under  study  for  potential 
abandonment. 

The  Stoughton  Branch  ran  at  one  time  from  Canton  Junction  to 
Whittenton  Junction  in  Taunton.    Currently  the  tracks  extend  only  from 
Canton  Junction  to  Route  123  in  Easton.    The  right-of-way  is  still  in 
existence  for  the  remainder  of  the  branch  and  the  entire  branch  is 
owned  by  the  MBTA.    The  only  service  on  the  line  is  commuter  trains  to 
Boston  from  Stoughton  center,  operated  by  the  MBTA. 

The  region  is  also  served  by  a  growing  commuter  bus  system,  in 
large  part  operated  by  private  carriers.    Express  bus  service  to  Boston 
is  operated  from  Stoughton,  West  Bridgewater,  and  Bridgewater  by  Almeida 
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Bus  Lines,  and  from  Plymouth,  Kingston,  Pembroke,  and  Brockton  by 
the  Plymouth  and  Brockton  Street  Railway  Co.    Local  bus  service  to 
Ashmont  Station  in  Boston  is  provided  by  the  Hudson  Bus  Lines  from 
Abington  and  Whitman  and  by  Brockton  Area  Transit  from  Brockton  and 
Avon.    As  mentioned  before,  there  is  currently  commuter  rail  service 
from  Stoughton  to  Boston. 

In  addition  to  its  commuter  line  from  Ashmont,  the  Brockton  Area 
Transit  Authority  (BAT)  operates  14  additional  routes  within  the  Old 
Colony  region.    BAT  ridership  has  been  growing  at  a  rate  of  more 
than  6  percent  monthly  over  the  past  year.    This  increased  demand  for 
efficient  public  transportation  has  led  to  the  acquisition  of  15  new 
RTS  -  II  busses  from  General  Motors,  bringing  the  BAT  total  to  35. 

Construction  is  currently  underway  for  a  new  terminal  within 
the  Central  Brockton  District.    Plans  are  also  being  made  to  extend 
BAT  services  to  meet  the  anticipated  demand  brought  on  when  the  MBTA 
reaches  Brockton  in  the  mid  -  1980's. 
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Located  only  a  short  distance  from  the  Old  Colony  region  is  New 
England's  only  full  service  container  port:  the  Port  of  Boston,  operated 
by  the  Massachusetts  Port  Authority.    Massport  boasts  cargo  handling 
efficiency  for  breakbulk  as  well  as  container  security;  modern  yard 
and  pier  materials  handling  equipment;  complete  and  reliable  inland 
truck  and  rail  systems;  adequate  backland  for  uncongested  truck  delivery 
and  pickups;  easy  access  to  major  interstate  highways;  spacious  short- 
term  areas;  a  pattern  of  extensive  and  frequent  import/export  shipping 
services;  refrigeration  facilities;  geographical  proximity  to  major 
inland  markets;  and  competitive  rates. 

The  Port  of  Boston  is  strategically  located  for  shippers  and  importers 
because : 

1)  It  is  one  day  closer  to  Europe  than  any  other  major  U.S. 
North  Atlantic  Port. 

2)  Massport  piers,  container  cranes,  and  other  cargo 
facilities  are  located  8  miles  from  the  open  ocean. 

3)  It  is  centrally  located  -  25  miles  from  Brockton. 

4)  It  is  ideally  located  as  a  gateway  to  and  from  Europe 
for  northeastern  and  north  central  states  industrial 
regions . 

Plymouth  also  has  a  break-watered  harbor;  however,  this  harbor's 
potential  has  not  been  realized,  for  it  cannot  be  used  or  expanded  until 
dredged. 

Access  to  air  transportation  is  rapidly  becoming  a  key  detriment 
for  potential  industrial  location.    Here  in  the  Old  Colony  region,  firms 
have  access  to  two  regional  airports  and,  of  course,  Boston  -  Logan 
International  Airport.    Plymouth  Airport  maintains  two  runways,  one 
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3,500  feet  and  one  2,500  feet.    Operations  average  95,000  -  100,000  per 
year.    There  are  17  based  aircraft  and  13  airport-based  businesses 
including  four  flight  schools  and  two  small  manufacturing  firms. 
Plymouth  Airport  is  equipped  with  automatic  lights  and  other  naviga- 
tional aids. 

Hanson  Airport  maintains  a  1,800-foot  runway.    However,  this 
airport  is  used  mainly  for  agricultural  purposes.    A  marine  airport 
installation  is  located  in  Halifax. 

The  Massachusetts  Port  Authority  has  been  successfully  operating 
the  Boston  -  Logan  Airport  for  almost  20  years.    Located  25  miles  north 
of  Brockton,  Logan  is  a  2,250-acre  facility  with  six  runways,  two  of 
which  are  over  10,000  feet  in  length.    Passenger  volume  has  increased  by 
over  400  percent  at  Boston  -  Logan  during  Massport's  20  years  of  opera- 
tion.   Boston  -  Logan  is  now  the  world's  eighth  busiest  airport.  Air 
cargo  reached  a  volume  of  over  165,000  tons  last  year.    This  is  particu- 
larly significant  since  New  England  businesses  deal  largely  in  low  volume, 
high  cost  cargo,  which  is  best  suited  to  air  transportation. 

The  Business  CI imate 

Certain  legislative  changes  have  given  a  bold  new  thrust  to  business 
incentives  in  Massachusetts.    The  most  important  measures  taken  by  the 
Commonwealth  in  order  to  make  it  more  profitable  for  business  to  locate 
or  expand  are: 

investment  Credit 

*Employment  Opportunity  Incentive 

*Urban  Job  Incentive 

*Training  Assistance  Program 

*Loss  Carry-Over 
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*Payroll  Factor  Incentive 
^Pollution  Control  Assistance 
*Tax  Exempt  Industrial  Revenue  Bonds 
*Massachusetts  Business  Development  Corp. 
*Sales  Tax  Exemption 
*Local  Property  Tax  Exemption 
*Massachusetts  Industrial  Mortgage 
Insurance  Agency 

Details  on  the  programs  can  be  found  in  "Massachusetts  Business 
Incentives  -  Creating  a  Better  Economic  Climate"  published  by  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Commerce  and  Development,  1977. 

In  addition  to  these  incentives,  there  are  many  other  factors  which 
contribute  to  a  positive  picture  of  the  Old  Colony  region's  business 
climate.    The  region  has  experienced  a  rapid  population  growth  yet  retains 
low  population  density.    Area  communities  are  broadening  their  industrial 
bases,  yet  there  remains  plenty  of  room  for  expansion.    Old  Colony  communi- 
ties are  far  removed  from  urban  congestion  and  chaos,  yet  closely  connected 
to  major  market  areas  by  a  growing  network  of  road  and  rail  transportation. 
Prime  land,  utilities  and  supplies  plus  the  tax  structure  present  a 
unique  combination  of  business  advantages  within  the  Old  Colony  region. 

The  "Home  Rule"  concept  is  a  longstanding  tradition  in  the  region 
as  well  as  in  all  of  Massachusetts.    The  strength  of  this  sentiment  lies 
in  a  belief  that  government  is  best  when  it  is  kept  close  to  the  people 
it  represents.    However,  the  communities  of  the  Old  Colony  region  realize 
the  advantages  of  regional  cooperation  in  addressing  common  problems. 
The  functions  agreed  upon  by  communities  as  appropriate  for  regional 
bodies  are  those  providing  technical  assistance,  planning  expertise  to 
improve  the  capability  of  local  government  or  special  services  such  as 
education,  water  supply  or  health  care  and  mutual  fire  and  police  assistance. 
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In  short,  the  Old  Colony  region  has  embarked  on  a  program  of  coopera- 
tion in  order  to  achieve  the  best  results  in  economic  growth.    This  commit- 
ment can  be  best  seen  in  light  of  the  many  regional  organizations  aimed 
at  economic  and  social  progress  in  the  Old  Colony  region.    The  Old  Colony 
Planning  Council  provides  comprehensive  planning  services  to  the  region  in 
such  areas  as  land  use,  water  and  sewer,  housing,  transportation,  and 
economic  development.    The  Old  Colony  Overall  Economic  Development  Program 
Committee  advises  the  Council  and  other  agencies  on  matters  relative  to 
economic  development.    The  Old  Colony  Joint  Transportation  Committee  is  an 
advisory  group  to  OCPC  and  the  Metropolitan  Planning  Organization  in 
matters  relating  to  transportation.    The  Plymouth  County  Development 
Council  was  created  to  advertise  and  promote  the  recreational,  industrial, 
agricultural  and  historical  attributes  of  Plymouth  County.    Norfolk  and 
Bristol  County  Development  Councils  provide  the  same  service  for  their 
respective  communities.    The  Office  of  Community  Research  -  Stonehill 
College  conducts  various  studies  examining  the  economic  characteristics 
of  the  Old  Colony  region.    These  are  just  a  few  of  the  efforts  put  forth 
by  community  leaders  towards  a  regional  development  strategy.    (A  complete 
list  of  organizations  and  projects  can  be  found  in  the  Appendix.) 

Markets 

A  study  of  the  United  States  Market  Area  served  by  the  Old  Colony  area 
was  recently  completed  by  the  Office  of  Community  Research  -  Stonehill 
College.    Within  50  miles  of  the  Old  Colony  region  there  are  258  separate 
communities  with  a  population  in  1975  of  5,873,711,  more  than  that  of  40 
individual  states. 
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Four  hundred  seventy-seven  cities  and  towns  in  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont  with  a  1975  population  of 
over  8,725,000  falling  within  a  radius  of  100  miles. 

Transportation  of  goods  to  these  areas  via  highways  and  railroads 
is  readily  available  at  no  great  expense.    These  places  could  be  regarded 
as  the  Brockton  local  market. 

A  radius  of  500  miles  includes  a  1975  population  of  over  77,800,000 
in  16  states,  greater  than  any  European  nation  other  than  Russia.    Of  this 
population,  7,584,000  were  employed  in  manufacturing  in  1975  and  total 
employment  was  29,125,000.    The  number  of  states  involved  within  a  500- 
mile  radius  of  Brockton  includes;  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  and  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Small  portions  of  Ohio  and  North  Carolina  also  fall  in  the  500-mile  radius. 

In  1975,  almost  60  percent  of  the  population  of  the  nation,  126,996,000 
persons,  resided  within  1,000  miles  of  the  Old  Colony  region  of  which 
46,669,000  worked  with  about  12,725,000  working  in  manufacturing.  Several 
million  others  resided  in  Canada  and  could  be  included  as  part  of  the 
international  Old  Colony  market. 

The  25  states  within  the  1,000-mile  radius  of  Brockton  Include: 

Maine  Delaware  Ohio 

New  Hampshire  Maryland  Indiana 

Vermont  District  of  Columbia  Illinois 

Massachusetts  Virginia  Michigan 

Rhode  Island  West  Virginia  Kentucky 

Connecticut  North  Carolina  Tennessee 

New  York  South  Carolina  Alabama 

New  Jersey  Georgia  Wisconsin 
Pennsyl vani  a 
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Due  to  the  diversified  industry  of  cities  and  towns  encompassed 
within  the  50  and  100-mile  radius  of  Brockton,  the  market  potentiality 
of  goods  in  the  Old  Colony  region  is  great.    Included  within  the  500-mile 
radius  of  Brockton  is  almost  three-fourths  of  the  highly  populated 
Eastern  Coast.    Also,  nearly  60  percent  of  the  United  States  lies  within 
the  1,000-mile  radius,  not  taking  into  account  Canada.    Therefore,  the 
results  indicate  a  far-reaching  market  for  goods  produced  in  the  Brockton 
area. 

Energy 

In  addition  to  a  good  business  climate,  one  important  factor  to  be 
added  to  the  complete  picture  of  the  Old  Colony  region  is  energy.  Of 
course,  any  rapid  industrial  growth  must  be  accomplished  by  a  correspond- 
ing growth  in  energy  availability.    Presently  the  Old  Colony  region  is 
served  primarily  by  Brockton  Edison  with  the  exception  of  Kingston  and 
Plymouth  who  are  served  by  the  New  Bedford  Gas  and  Edison  Light  Company  - 
Plymouth  Division.    Service  has  never  been  interrupted  by  shutdowns  due 
to  insufficient  quantities  of  electricity,  and  their  service  extension 
policies  state  that  there  is  an  adequate  supply  for  potential  users. 
The  excess  capacity  during  peak  demand  is  44.2  percent  more  than  demand. 
Rates  are  computed  on  a  time-of-day  basis  and  are  competitive  overall  with 
the  going  New  England  rates  for  electricity. 

Natural  gas  in  the  Old  Colony  region  is  provided  by  private  firms 
such  as  Bay  State  Gas  and  the  Boston  Gas  Company.    The  BTU  rating  is 
1,000  per  cubic  foot.    The  total  system  capacity  of  Bay  State  Gas 
(Brockton  terminal)  is  88,860  million  cubic  feet.    The  total  system 
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capacity  for  the  Boston  Gas  Company  is  443,200  million  cubic  feet. 
Both  companies  state  that  they  maintain  an  adequate  supply  for  poten- 
tial commercial  and  industrial  customers. 

Fuel  oil  is  also  provided  by  many  private  companies  of  which  Agway 
Petroleum  Service  of  Bridgewater  is  representative.    The  types  of  fuel 
oil  provided  are  kerosene  and  fuel  oil.    BTU  content  is  1  -  134,000/ 
gallons  for  kerosene  and  2  -  140, 000/gal Ions  for  fuel  oil.    Bulk  storage 
facilities  maintain  a  capacity  of  10,000  gallons  kerosene,  30,000  gallons 
of  fuel  oil,  and  accessibility  to  industrial  sites  is  good.    Rates  are 
competitive  with  other  communities  at  $.544  per  gallon  for  kerosene  and 
$.499  per  gallon  for  fuel  oil.    Large  users  can  benefit  in  the  rate  struc- 
ture. 

Housing 

Since  1950  the  housing  supply  in  the  Old  Colony  region  has  been 
increasing  at  an  annual  rate  of  approximately  3  percent  per  year.  The 
most  striking  recent  regional  housing  trend  is  the  tremendous  increase 
in  the  construction  of  multi-family  units  in  the  city  of  Brockton  and  in 
some  area  towns.    Of  the  9,221  housing  units  constructed  between  1970 
and  1975,  over  half,  5,110  units  have  been  in  multi-family  units.  The 
factors  contributing  to  increased  multi -family  development  are:  community 
land-use  policies,  environmental  constraints,  land  suitability,  and  a 
lack  of  public  facilities,  especially  a  lack  of  sewerage. 
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In  1975,  61  percent  of  all  housing  units  in  the  region  were  single- 
family  structures.    Outside  the  city  of  Brockton  the  single-family  home 
comprised  77  percent  of  all  housing,  while  in  Brockton,  45  percent  of 
all  units  were  in  single-family  structures. 

1975  Housing  Supply,  OCPC  Region 
Units  by  Structural  Type 

Single-Family        Two-Fami ly        Mul ti -Fami ly        Total  Units 

40,134  7,832  17,930  65,446 

61%  11%  28%  100% 

Despite  the  nation's  concern  for  the  rising  price  of  housing,  the 

Office  of  Community  Research  at  Stonehill  College  has  reported  that 

for  the  Brockton  -  Old  Colony  region  the  increase  in  the  average  price 

of  housing  sold  through  the  Multiple  Listing  Service  has  not  risen  as 

much  as  the  general  cost  of  living.    Between  July  1973  and  the  same 

month  in  1977,  the  average  selling  price  rose  from  $28,195  to  $34,306 

or  21.7  percent.    The  Consumer  Price  Index  for  the  Boston  area  increased 

28.6  percent  over  the  same  period.    In  1977,  30  new  units  were  built 

in  Brockton,  and  the  average  selling  price  was  $40,159  with  a  range 

from  $29,800  to  $61  ,000. 

The  mortgage  interest  rates  dropped  from  9  percent  in  1976  to 

8  3/4  percent  in  1977,  a  decrease  of  2.8  percent  (percentages  are  those 

on  mortgages  on  one-family  houses  with  20  percent  down  and  20  years  to 

maturi  ty . 
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Qua!  ity  of  Life 

The  Old  Colony  region  includes  one  city,  Brockton,  and  13  towns, 
Abington,  Avon,  Bridgewater,  East  Bridgewater,  Easton,  Halifax,  Hanson, 
Kingston,  Pembroke,  Plymouth,  Stoughton,  West  Bridgewater,  and  Whitman. 
The  topography  of  the  area  is  predominantly  characterized  by  gently 
rolling  hills. 

The  area  is  sheltered  from  the  north  by  the  Blue  Hills  and  with  the 
ocean  touching  the  shores  of  Kingston  and  Plymouth,  the  Old  Colony  region 
is  in  a  weather  zone  analogous  to  that  of  coastal  Rhode  Island  and  Connecti- 
cut.   The  region  experiences  temperatures  in  January  averaging  in  the  low 
30's  and  in  the  mid  70's  in  July. 

For  years  the  Old  Colony  region  has  been  considered  a  desirable  place 
to  live  and  work.    The  quality  of  education  in  the  region  has  been  given 
highest  priority.    The  ratio  of  students  to  teachers  is  relatively  low 
with  an  average  of  20:1.    Innovative  regional  educational  cooperatives 
have  made  alternatives  such  as  vocational  technical  schools  and  special 
needs  schools  possible.    Education  continues  to  expand  rapidly  as  popula- 
tion booms.    Brockton  boasts  one  of  the  largest  high-school  complexes  in 
the  East.    There  are  also  four  colleges  located  in  the  region  offering 
educational  opportunities  for  people  of  all  ages. 

The  Old  Colony  region  is  steeped  in  history.    This  tradition  is 
reflected  in  each  community's  attempt  to  restore  and  preserve  the  region's 
historical  sites,  such  as  Plymouth  Rock  in  Plymouth  and  Mayor  John 
Bradford's  House  in  Kingston.    The  list  goes  on  and  on. 


29 


History  and  the  arts  find  their  hub  but  25  miles  away  in  Boston. 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  has  been  described  as  the  major  center  of 
culture  in  the  country.    Home  of  Arthur  Fiedler's  Boston  Pops  Orchestra, 
Boston  Fine  Art's  Museum,  and  hundreds  of  historic  sites,  it  is  within 
reasonable  distance  from  the  Old  Colony  region.    The  area  experiences 
these  advantages  of  the  city  while  avoiding  the  cost  and  encumbrance 
of  city  1 ife. 

Brockton  is  one  of  the  major  medical  centers  in  New  England.  A 
new  patient  care  and  ancillary  services  building  will  be  added  to 
Brockton  Hospital.    At  Goddard  Hospital  in  Stoughton,  an  expansion 
estimated  at  6.5  -  8  million  has  been  announced.    Cardinal  Cushing 
Hospital  is  scheduled  to  complete  a  $4  million  expansion  program  next 
spring.    The  region  maintains  four  other  quality  hospitals  as  well  as 
four  special  treatment  facilities. 

All  areas  considered,  the  Old  Colony  region  can  and  does  provide 
good  living  to  its  citizens. 
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Appendix  A 


For  Information  Concerning  Transportation  Contact: 
Massport  Offices 

Executive  and  New  England  Regional  Office 
91  High  Street 
Boston,  MA  02110 
Telephone:  617-482-2930 
Telex  -  94-0365 

Boston  Shipping  Association,  Inc. 
223  Lewis  Wharf 
Boston,  MA  02110 
Telephone:  617-523-3762 

For  Information  Concerning  Industrial  Sites  and  Development  Contact 

Daniel  M.  Crane 

Executive  Director 

Old  Colony  Planning  Council 

232  Main  Street 

Brockton,  MA  02401 

Telephone:  617-698-0560,  583-1833 

Brooks  Kelly 

Executive  Director 

Plymouth  County  Development  Council 

Box  1620 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
Telephone:  61  7-293-3551 

For  Information  Concerning  Tax  Incentives  Contact: 

John  J.  Marino 

Development  of  Commerce  and  Development 
100  Cambridge  Street 
Boston,  MA  02202 
Telephone:  61  7-727-3218 
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Appendix  B 


Location  of  Terminals 


Beacon  Fast  Freight  Co.,  Inc. 
Bodwell  St.  Extention 
Avon,  MA  583-7200 

Bourne's  Transportation,  Inc. 
Brockton  -  583-0613,  14,  15 

Cedergreen 

10  Sheppard  Ave. 
Brockton,  MA  587-3256 

Deehan's  Express  Inc.  -  Whitman 
360  Brian  Ave. 
Whitman,  MA 

Donahue  Truck  Service  Co.,  Inc. 
55  Lambert  St. 
Stoughton,  MA  344-6160 

Fowler's  Express  -  Whitman 

11  Cross  St. 
Halifax,  MA  447-0272 

Lombard  Bros,  Inc.  -  Brockton 

Luddy's  Express  Inc. 
32  O'Brien  Ave. 
Whitman,  MA  447-3183 

Quinn  Freight  Lines,  Inc. 
1093  N.  Montello  St. 
Brockton,  MA  580-1000 

Rapid  Line  Service  Express 
198  N.  Cary  St. 
Brockton,  MA  586-5335 

Stearns  Express,  Inc.  -  Whitman 
100  Franklin  St. 
Whitman,  MA    GI 7-3051 

Stoughton  Auto  Express,  Inc. 
1945  Washington  St. 
Stoughton,  MA  FI4-9792 


Appendix  C  -  Transportation 


Truck : 

Express  covering  following  points  -  complete  listing  available 

Abington:  Avon  (con't):  Brockton  (con't): 


APA  Transport 
Andrews  &  Pierce 
b  &  t 
B&E 

Baxter  Transp. 
Bourne's  Trans. 
Bos.  &  Woonsocket 
Cape  Cod  Overland 
Coastal 
Coles  Express 
Crystal  Motor 
Deehan's  Express 
Fraser,  E.B. 
Fowler's  Express 
Gormley  Motor 
Graf  Bros. 
Haverhi 1 1 -Law 
Jenkins-Simmons 
Luddy's  Express 
Normand's  City 
Rapid  Line 
Rich's  Express 
Seaver's  Express 
Severance  Truck 
Speedl i  ne 
Stearne  Express 
Superline  Trans. 
Tackney  Express 
Towne  &  Sons 

Avon : 

APA  Transport 
Andrews  &  Pierce 
Baxter  Trans, 
b  &  t 
B&E 

Bos .  &  Woonsocket 
Bourne's  Trans. 
Cape  Cod  Overland 
Coastal 
Coles  Express 


Crystal  Motor 
Deehan's  Express 
Fraser,  E.B. 
Fowler's  Express 
Gormley  Motor 
Graf  Bros . 
Hartford  Despatch 
Haverhi 1 1 -Law 
Jenkins-Simmons 
Luddy's  Express 
Normand's  City 
Old  Colony  Trans. 
Pepe's  Express 
Rapid  Line  Ser. 
Reynolds  Tr. 
Rich's  Express 
Sanborn's  Exp. 
Seaver's  Exp. 
Severance  Truck 
Speedl ine 
Stearns  Express 
Superline  Trans. 
Tackney  Express 

Brockton: 

APA  Transport 
Andrews  &  Pierce 
b  &  t 

Baxter  Trans. 
Boston  &  Falmouth 
Bos .  &  Woonsocket 
Boston  -  Providence 
Bourne's  Trans. 
Cape  Cod  Overland 
Coastal 
Coles  Express 
Crystal  Motor 
Deehan's  Express 
Fall  River  &  N.B. 
Fraser,  E.B. 
Fowler's  Express 


Gormley  Motor 
Graf  Bros . 
Hartford  Despatch 
Haverhi 1 1  -Law 
Jenkins-Simmons 
Luddy's  Express 
Normand's  City 
Old  Colony  Trans . 
Pepe's  Express 
Rapid  Trans. 
Rich's  Express 
Seaver's  Express 
Severance  Truck 
Speedl ine  Exp . 
Standard  Transp. 
Stearns  Express 
Steven  Freight 
Super! ine  Trans . 
Tackney  Express 
Towne  &  Sons 
Wal pol e  Trans . 
Wolff's  Express 

Bridgewater : 

APA  Transport 
Andrews  &  Pierce 
b  &  t 
B&E 

Baxter  Trans . 
Boston  &  Falmouth 
Bos .  &  Woonsocket 
Bourne's  Trans. 
Cape  Cod  Overland 
Coastal 
Coles  Express 
Crystal  Motor 
Deehan's  Express 
Fraser,  E.B. 
Fowler's  Express 
Graf  Bros. 
Hartford  Despatch 
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Appendix  C  -  Transportation  (continued) 


Bridgewater  (con ' t) : 

Jenkins-Simmons 
Luddy's  Exp. 
Normand's  City 
Old  Colony  Trans . 
Rapid  Line  Ser. 
Rapid  Trans. 
Rich's  Express 
Seavers  Express 
Severance  Truck 
Speedline  Exp. 
Stearns  Express 
Superline  Trans. 
Tackney 

East  Bridgewater: 

APA  Transport 
Andrews  &  Pierce 
b  &  t 
B&E 

Bos .  &  Woonsocket 
Bourne's  Trans. 
Cape  Cod  Overland 
Coastal 

Cole's  Express 
Crystal  Motor 
Deehan's  Express 
Fowler's  Express 
Normand's  City 
Old  Colony  Trans. 
Rapid  Line  Ser. 
Rich's  Express 
Seaver's  Express 
Severance  Truck 
Speedl ine  Exp. 
Stearns  Exp. 
Tackney  Express 

Eas ton : 

APA  Transport 
Andrews  &  Pierce 
b  &  t 
B&E 

Cape  Cod  Overland 


Easton  (con't): 

Coles  Express 
Crystal  Motor 
Deehan's  Express 
Fowler's  Exp. 
Haverhi 1 1 -Law 
Jenkins-Simmons 
Keeley's  Exp. 
Luddy's  Express 
Normand's  City 
Old  Colony  Trans. 
Rapid  Line 
Rich's  Express 
Seaver's  Express 
Severance  Truck 
Speedline  Exp. 
Stearns  Express 
Walpole  Trans. 

Hal  i  fax : 

Andrews  &  Pierce 

b  &  t 

B&E 

Baxter  Transp. 
Boston  &  Falmouth 
Bos .  &  Woonsocket 
Cape  Cod  Overland 
Deehan's  Express 
Fowler's  Exp. 
Luddy's  Express 
Rich's  Express 
Stearns  Express 

Hanson: 

Andrews  &  Pierce 
Baxter  Transp. 
b  &  t 
B&E 

Bourne's  Trans. 
Cape  Cod  Overland 
Coles  Express 
Deehan's  Express 
Fraser,  E.B. 
Jenkins-Simmons 


Hanson  (con't): 

Luddy's  Express 
Normand's  City 
Rich's  Express 
Seaver's  Express 
Severance  Truck 
Stearns  Express 

Kingston : 

Andrews  &  Pierce 

b  &  t 

B&E 

Baxter  Trans . 
Boston  &  Falmouth 
Bourne's  Trans. 
Cape  Cod  Overland 
Chandler's  Exp. 

Pembroke : 

Andrews  &  Pierce 
b  &  t 

Baxter  Trans . 
Boston  &  Falmouth 
Cape  Cod  Overland 
Chandler's  Exp. 
Coles  Express 
Deehan's  Express 
Luddy's  Express 
Normand's  City 
Rich's  Express 
Sanborn's  Express 
Stearns  Express 
Severance  Truck 
Seaver's  Express 

Plymouth : 

APA  Transport 
Andrews  &  Pierce 
b  &  t 
B&E 

Baxter  Trans. 
Bourne's  Trans. 
Coastal 
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Appendix  C  -  Transportation  (con't) 


Plymouth  (con't): 

Coles  Express 
Normand's  City 
Quinn  Freight 
Rich's  Express 
Severance  Truck 
Steam's  Express 
Superl ine  Trans . 
Tackney  Express 

Stoughton : 

APA  Transport 
Andrews  &  Pierce 
b  &  t 
B&E 

Boston  -  Providence 
Bos.  &  Woonsocket 
Bourne's  Trans. 
Coles  Express 
Cape  Cod  Overland 
Crystal  Mo+or 
Deehan's  Express 
Fall  River  &  N.B. 
Gormley  Motor 
Graf  Bros. 
Haverhil 1-Law 
Jenkins-Simmons 
Kel ley's  Express 
Luddy's  Express 
Normand's  City 
Quinn  Freight 
Pepe's  Express 
Rapid  Line  Ser. 

West  Bridgewater: 

APA  Transport 
Andrews  &  Pierce 
b  &  t 
B&E 

Boston  &  Woonsocket 
Cape  Cod  Overland 
Coastal 
Coles  Express 
Crystal  Motor 
Deehan's  Express 
Fowler's  Express 


West  Bridgewater  (con1 

Jenkins-Simmons 
Normand's  City 
Old  Colony  Trans. 
Rapid  Transp. 
Rich's  Express 
Seaver's  Express 
Severance  Truck 
Speedl ine  Exp . 
Stearns  Exp. 
Tackney  Express 

Whitman : 

APA  Transport 
Andrews  &  Pierce 
b  &  t 
B&E 

Bourne's  Trans. 
Cape  Cod  Overland 
Coles  Express 
Coastal 

Deehan's  Express 
Fowler's  Express 
Fraser,  E.B. 
Graf  Bros. 
Haverhil 1 -Law 
Jenki  ns-Simmons 
Luddy's  Exp. 
Normand's  City 
Old  Colony  Transp. 
Rapid  Line  Ser. 
Rapid  Transp. 
Rich's  Express 
Sanborn's  Express 
Seaver's  Express 
Severance  Truck 
Speedl ine  Esp. 
Stearns  Express 
Tackney  Express 
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If 


Appendix  D  -  Ai r  Freight  Companies 


A  B  C  Air  Freight  Co.,  Inc.  567-6400 
Logan  Airport 

Active  Air  Freight  268-9497 

453  C  Street,  Boston 

Airborne  Air  Freight  289-7850 

186A  Lee  Burbank  Highway,  Revere 

Air  Canada  567-4665 

East  Boston 

Air  Express  International  569-6300 
Logan  Airport 

Air  France  482-4890 

607  Boylston  St.,  Boston 

Air  New  England  Airlines  569-5720 

Logan  Airport 

Alitalia  Airlines  567-1200 
Logan  Airport 

Allegheny  Airlines  569-3210 
Logan  Airport 

American  Airlines,  Inc.  567-7700 
Logan  Airport 

Andrews  &  Pierce,  Inc.  268-4370 

Associated  Air  Freight,  Inc.  560-4100 

161  Prescott  St.,  E.  Boston 

Auclair  Transportation,  Inc.  254-1842 

Boston  Phone 

Bor  Air  Freight  567-4775 

112  Orleans  St.,  E.  Boston 

B  &  T  Trans.  Co.  268-3720 

200  Frontage  Rd.,  Boston 

British  Overseas  Airways  Corp.  569-0323 

Logan  Airport 

Cape  Cod  Overland  Express  963-9000 
Boston 

Dave's  Motor  Transportation,  Inc.  569-9400 
Logan  Airport 

Delta  Air  Lines  567-7300 
Logan  Airport 

Eastern  Air  Lines,  Inc.  569-3323 
Logan  Airport 

E.B.  Trans.  Co.  Inc.  542-5355 

31  Fargo  St. ,  Boston 

Flying  Tiger  Line,  Inc.  569-5400 

Logan  Airport 

Garvey,  M.H.  Co.  523-6226 
50  State  St. ,  Boston 
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Appendix  D-  Air  Freight  Companies  (con't) 


Intercontinental  Air  Freight,  Inc.  569-4450 
Logan  Airport 

Irish  International  Airlines  569-2434 
Logan  Airport 

Japan  Air  Lines  800-223-5030 
428  Statler  Bldg. 

Jenkins  &  Simmons  Trans.  Co.  227-4915 
North  Abington 

K  L  M  Royal  Dutch  Airlines  800-223-5280 

Lufthansa  German  Airlines  482-1443 
Statler  Office  Bldg. 

Nashua  Motor  Express,  Inc.  426-7515 

National  Airlines,  Inc.  269-4120 
Logan  Airport 

Novo-Air  Freight  289-9090 

26  Railroad  St.,  Revere 

Pan  Amer.  Worls  Airways  569-5460 

Logan  Airport 

Pilot  Air  Freight  569-5915 

161  Prescott  St.,  E.  Boston 

Profit  By  Air  Inc.  569-5900 

240  W.T.  McClellan  Highway,  E.  Boston 

Sabena  Belgian  World  Air  Lines  542-4296 

66  Arl ington  St. 

Scandinavian  Airlines  System  267-2725 

Prudential  Center,  Boston 

Trans  Air  Freight  System  289-6767 

32  Railroad  St.,  Revere 

Trans  World  Airlines,  Inc.  289-6767 

Logan  Airport 

United  Air  Lines  567-4500 
Logan  Airport 

P.  Wajer  &  Sons  268-2900 

12  Fargo  St.,  South  Boston 

Wilson  Trucking  Co.  569-2143 

Logan  Airport 

Winn's  Express  933-2260 

195  New  Boston  St.,  Woburn 

Wits  Air  Cargo  Service  567-7792 

355  Bennington  St.,  E.  Boston 

W  T  C  Air  Freight  569-4220 

Logan  Airport 
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Appendix  E  -  Community  Inventory  Outline 

PHYSICAL/ INFRASTRUCTURAL  RESOURCES 

Truck 

Total  number  of  trucking  firms  servicing  community: 

(For  list  of  specific  firms,  see  Appendix  C  of  Regional  Profile) 

Freight  rates:  Subject  to  New  England  Motor  Rate  Bureau 

Rai 1 ,  Air,  Water  -  see  Regional  Profile 

Util i ties/ Energy  -  see  Regional  Profile 

ECONOMIC/MARKET  RESOURCES 

Labor  Force 

Average  annual  wage  rate: 

Number  in  labor  force: 

Percent  unemployed: 
Markets  -  see  Regional  Profile 
Support  Services 

Banks,  Commercial 

number: 
total  assets: 

Savings  and  Loan  Institutions 

number: 
total  assets: 

Other  support  services  see  Appendix  B 

GOVERNMENTAL/ INSTITUTIONAL 
ENVIRONMENT  AND  RESOURCES 

Taxes  and  Debt 

Local  taxes,  effective  rate: 
Total  assessed  valuation: 
Total  net  debt: 

State  taxes,  incentives  -  see  Regional  Profile 
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Public  Services  (related  to  industrial  development) 
Fire 

Number  of  stations: 
Number  of  engines: 
Number  of  firepersons: 

Pol  ice 

Number  on  force: 
Number  in  uniform: 
Number  of  patrol  cars: 

Zoning  Authority 

Method  for  selecting  zoning  commission: 
Governmental  Structure 

Form: 

Independent  boards  and/or  commissions: 

QUALITY  OF  LIFE  RESOURCES 

Education 

Elementary  Schools  (public  and  private) 
Number: 

Student/ teacher  ratio: 
Annual  number  of  graduates: 

Secondary  Schools: 

Number: 

Student/teacher  ratio: 
Annual  number  of  graduates: 

Vocational  Education  Schools: 

Number: 

Student/teacher  ratio: 
Annual  number  of  graduates: 

Jr.  and  Four  Year  Colleges: 

Number: 

Student/teacher  ratio: 
Annual  number  of  graduates: 
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Recreational/Leisure  Faci 1 ities 


Public  parks,  total  acreage: 

Number  of  tennis  clubs,  courts: 

Number  of  golf  clubs,  courses: 

River  and  lake  recreational  facilities: 

Housi ng  -  see  Regional  Profile 

Health 

Number  of  hospitals  and  clinics: 
Number  of  physicians: 

Libraries 

Number: 

Number  of  volumes: 
Churches 

Number: 

Denomination( s) : 
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